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GESE 7 Education Lesson 

Task 1: Speaking 

Think about the education system in your country: 

 When is education compulsory? 

 Is education free for all children? 

 What different stages of education are there? 

 Do children have to take exams? When? 

 

Task 2: Reading 

Read about the education system in England. What is the same and different about 

this education system and the education system in your country? 

 

The English Education System 

Full-time education is compulsory in England for all children between the ages of 5 and 18. All 
children are entitled to a free education during these years, and ninety percent of students attend 
a state school. The other ten percent pay for their education at a fee-paying private school or are 
home-schooled. This is when the parents either educate their children themselves or pay for a tutor 
to educate their child outside of a school. If a parent chooses home-schooling, they have to get 
approval from the education authority for the content of the child’s course. 

It is not compulsory for children to attend a nursery or pre-school when they are under five years 
old; however, children between three and five are guaranteed a place in a state nursery school for 
at least three days a week and many parents send their child to a pre-school before compulsory 
education begins. 

Primary education begins at five years old and a child must be given a place in a school at the start 
of the term following their fifth birthday. Schools are almost always co-educational (boys and girls 
attend the same school). The children have to take some official exams during their time in primary 
school to check their learning progress. There is a national curriculum that all schools have to 
follow. 

Secondary schools are for children aged eleven to sixteen, and some also have classes for children 
aged between sixteen and eighteen. They are divided into five (or seven) year groups. After five 
years, students take their GCSE exams at age sixteen. If students do well in these exams, they can 
choose to stay at school, or go to a school for students aged sixteen to eighteen, and study for their 
A level exams. These exams decide whether a student can go to university or not. Some students 
aged sixteen to eighteen may choose to study for vocational exams or they may start an 
apprenticeship. A few years ago, students could choose to leave education at age sixteen, but now, 
all sixteen to eighteen year olds have to be in education or an approved training scheme. 

At eighteen years old, many students decide to go to university and others choose to enter the 
workforce. University education is expensive in England – it costs up to 9,000 pounds a year – and 
studying for a degree typically takes three or four years. Some students choose to take a gap year 
either the year before starting university or the year after they finish. During this time, they 
usually travel to another country or countries, sometimes doing volunteer work, and try to 
experience the world before settling down.  
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a) Use the information in the text to complete the table below for the ‘England’ 
column. 

 

 England My Country 

Pre-school 
 

 

 

Primary education 
 

 

 

Secondary education 
 

 

 

University education 
 

 

 

 

b) Now complete the column about ‘My country’ 

Use the information in the table to answer the following questions. Think about your 
answers and then discuss them with your partner/group. 

 

 What are the main differences between the education system in England and 

the education system in your country? 

 What are the similarities? 

 Did anything surprise you about the English education system? 

 Do you think that the English system has any advantages compared to the 

system in your country? 

 Do you think any aspects of the system are better in your country as compared 

to the English system? 

 If you were the Minister of Education in England, what changes would you 

make to the education system? 

 If you were the Minister of Education in your country, what changes would you 

make to the education system? 
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Task 3: Speaking 

Not all children around the world have an equal opportunity for education. Look at 
the following statistics. Which one do you think is the most serious? 

 

Work with your partner. Choose one of the problems and prepare a short presentation 
about it. Say: 

 why this is a serious problem, and 

 what you would do to try and solve this problem. 


