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GESE 7 Village and City Life Lesson 

Task 1: Speaking 

Look at the two pictures below.  

 Describe the pictures to your partner.  

 What is the same and what is different about each picture? 

 Where would you prefer to live? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask and answer the following questions with your partner/group: 

 

 Do you live in a village, a town, or a city? 

 Have you always lived there? 

 In the future, would you prefer to live in a village or in a big city? 

 What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of living in a village? 

 What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of living in a city? 

 Why do you think people might move away from a village and move to a city? 

 What are some of the reasons why a person might choose to move from a city to 

live in a village? 
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Task 2: Reading 

Read the following text about villages in Spain and then answer the 15 questions on 

the next page. 

Paragraph 1 

Every August, Spain's countryside comes alive with fiestas. But the bustling activity is deceiving - hardly 
anyone actually lives in many of the small villages of rural Spain. People come one week a year to party 
in the villages of their ancestors. During the other 51 weeks, many of the countryside villages are 
deserted. Felix, who's 55 and unemployed, lives in his grandfather’s house in a small village in Segovia. 
“There was a time when this place was growing! But not anymore. This village is dying," he says.  "The 
only ones left are the elderly. There are lots of abandoned homes” he adds. 

Paragraph 2 

This migration from the villages of rural Spain is a relatively recent phenomenon. Whereas in northern 
Europe, the Industrial Revolution pulled people to big cities centuries ago, in Spain, this movement of 
people happened much later — in the mid-20th century. The first wave occurred after the Spanish Civil 
War in the late 1930s; the second, after Spain's military dictatorship ended in the late 1970s. Now there 
has been a third exodus due to the recent economic crisis.  
 
Paragraph 3 
 
And this abandonment of Spain's countryside isn’t particular to one area of Spain. Even villages in the 
country's most fertile northwest region, Galicia, are being depopulated. The lush Galician landscape 
once supported Spain's highest population density, and half of all Spanish villages — some 3,500 
hamlets — are located there. Now nearly half of these villages are abandoned, leaving empty homes 
behind. This has led to a new business: estate agents are selling the abandoned properties to foreign 
buyers who want to come and experience the idyllic Spanish countryside.  

Paragraph 4 

Sometimes it’s not just a house that’s for sale, but the whole village. In Galicia you can buy the entire 
village of O Penso, including about 100 acres of land, six houses, two small barns and a large barn for up 
to 70 cattle. It also comes with a water well and a bakery with a stone fire. Six miles away, green cliffs 
drop off onto white sand beaches, and some of Europe's best surfing. The biggest of the village houses 
has five bedrooms and it overlooks an orchard with peaches, figs, walnuts, apples and pears. At the 
bottom of the valley, there's a little river full of trout. The asking price for the whole village is about 
$230,000, and this is negotiable.  

Paragraph 5 

O Penso's last resident died a decade ago, leaving the village uninhabited for the first time in perhaps 
500 years. When you talk to the old people, they say how they would like to see villages such as these 
inhabited again. However, many local Spaniards just don't want to live in villages anymore. They 
migrate to bigger cities for jobs, education, access to public transit and health care. And it looks like 
things are unlikely to change: Galicia's birth rate is 1.1 offspring per fertile woman, one of the lowest 
rates in all of Europe. The region is on track to lose a third of its population in the next 35 years, and 
unless things change, it looks like more and more villages will be left abandoned.  
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Questions 1–5  

The text has five paragraphs (1–5). Choose the best title for each paragraph from A–F below and write 

the letter (A–F) on the lines below. There is one title you don’t need. 

 

1. Paragraph 1 __________ 

 

2. Paragraph 2 __________ 

 

3. Paragraph 3 __________ 

 

4. Paragraph 4 __________ 

 

5. Paragraph 5 __________ 

 

Questions 6–10  

Choose the five statements from A–H below that are TRUE according to the information given in the 

text. Write the letters of the TRUE statements on the lines below (in any order). 

 

6. __________ 

 

7. __________ 

 

8. __________ 

 

9. __________ 

 

10. __________ 

 

 

 

Questions 11–15  

Complete sentences 11–15 with an exact word, phrase or number from the text (maximum three words). 

Write the exact word, phrase or number on the lines below. 

11. These days, a lot of Spanish villages are populated by only ____________________ people. 

12. The second exodus away from villages took place in the ____________________ . 

13. The abandoned houses are being sold to the new market of   ____________________ . 

14. If you live in O Penso, nearby, there is the opportunity to go ____________________ . 

15. O Penso has been uninhabited for  ____________________  .  

 

A Abandoned villages 

B The effect of the economic crisis 

C When people moved away from villages 

D Deceptively busy villages 

E The future of villages 

F A village for sale 

A Many Spanish villages are only busy during one week of the year. 

B The move away from villages in Spain started with the industrial revolution.  

C Galicia has the highest population density in Spain.  

D You might be able to buy the village of O Penso for a cheaper price.  

E The region of Galicia is experiencing a period of population growth. 

F Many people like to visit the villages their family originated from.  

G The economic crisis has contributed to the migration away from villages. 

H The village for sale includes land, buildings, and trees. 
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Task 3: Discussion 

Think about and discuss the following questions: 

 Do you think the migration away from villages is a problem? 

 If you lived in a village, do you think you would stay or move to a city? 

 How can people be encouraged to stay in villages? 

 If you were the mayor of a small village, what would you do to encourage young 

people to stay there? 

 

Task 4: Presentation 

Work with a partner. Imagine you work in the town hall of a small village and you 

want to encourage people to stay in your village.  

Prepare a short presentation where you: 

a) Explain the potential problems of migration away from the village, and  

b) Provide reasons why people should stay in your village 

 

You can use the following phrases to help you: 

Presenting problems: 

The main problem with migration is… 

If migration continues, then the village will… 

As a result of migration, the village is in danger of… 

Presenting advantages: 

The main advantage of living in a village is… 

By far the greatest advantage of living in a village is… 

A further benefit of living in a village is… 

A positive aspect of living in a village is… 

Negating disadvantages: 

Some people say that… However, in actual fact… 

Despite the fact that…if you live in a village… 

While it is true that…nevertheless 

 

Don’t forget to introduce and conclude your presentation! 
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Answer Key 

 

1. D 

2. C 

3. A 

4. F 

5. E 

 

6-10 in any order 

6. A 

7. D 

8. F 

9. G 

10. H 

 

11. Elderly 

12. Late 1970s 

13. Foreign buyers 

14. Surfing 

15. A decade 

 


