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GESE 7 Listening Task: Village and City Life 

Rubric:  

You’re going to hear a talk about village and city life. You will hear the talk twice. The first time, just 

listen. Then I’ll ask you to tell me generally what the speaker is talking about. Are you ready? 

Play recording once. 

Can you tell me, in one or two sentences, what the speaker was talking about? 

Make sure the student(s) have paper and pen for notes. 

Now listen to the talk again. This time make some notes as you listen, if you want to. Then I’ll ask you to 

tell me what advantages of choosing a city university or a smaller town university when studying abroad 

the speaker mentions. Are you ready? 

Play the recording again. 

Now tell me the advantages and disadvantages of studying in a city university or a smaller town university 

that the speaker mentioned. 

 

Audio Script: 

Making the decision of where to study abroad is one of the most difficult decisions to make in life. As 

well as thinking about how to pay for your studies and which course to choose, you also have to think 

about which is the best location for you - a big city university or a small town university. 

Certainly choosing to study in a big city has a lot of advantages. Most European big cities are very 

cosmopolitan and people are accustomed to seeing international people like you. So you will easily fit in 

and won’t seem different to the locals. Furthermore, when there is an international community, like 

there usually is in a big city, you can easily meet other people from your country or international 

students from other countries. You probably won’t even have to miss your favourite food from home 

either - there will likely be lots of international restaurants and your local food may even be sold in the 

supermarket. Bigger cities and city universities also offer a wide range of cultural activities so there will 

always be something to do. A different place to go every night. And once you get tired of the busy pace 

of life of the big city, it will be well-connected by public transport with other places so you can easily 

catch a bus or a train and visit the quieter towns and villages of the country. 

However, big city universities are not for everyone, and for many, a university in a smaller town might 

be a better option. In the first place, the cost of living in these universities is certainly going to be much 

cheaper. You’ll be surprised about how cheap the accommodation is, and you’ll probably be able to live 

close by to the university, and therefore save money on travel expenses. Furthermore, in small towns, 

the university population is often significant for the town. This means that there will be lots of student-

friendly bars and restaurants, and the town will organise lots of activities and events for the students. 

Besides, when you study in a small town university, the atmosphere is more cosy and intimate – it’s 

much easier to make friends in this smaller environment than in an anonymous big city. Finally, and 

perhaps most importantly, small town universities have to work hard to compete with big city 

universities to attract students. And this means that the education offered at these smaller learning 

centres is often better quality and more personalised.  

So, in the end, the choice is up to you. However, do your research and don’t dismiss the smaller town 

universities just because they aren’t famous. It might be the case that you’ll get a much better education 

in a small town university than in a big city institution.  
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Answer Key: 

 

Gist:  

There are advantages and disadvantages of studying in a small town and a big city university, but you 

might get a better education in a small town. 

 

(Any broadly similar formulation is acceptable)  

 

 

Advantages of big city universities: 
 

 Cosmopolitan and lots of international 
people in big cities 

 Can easily meet other international students 

 Can find food from your home country 

 Wide range of cultural activities 

 Well-connected with other towns and 
villages 

Advantages of small town universities: 
  

 Cheaper accommodation 

 Can live closer to the university and save on 

travel costs 

 Lots of student-friendly places in the town 

 Easy to make friends in cosy atmosphere 

 Might get a better quality and more 

personalised education  

 


