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1 Reading

In pairs, read the two short telephone conversations below:

Conversation A

Alice: Hello Simon! It’s Alice. I’m just calling to see how you are coping in your new job?

Simon: Fine, thanks. My colleagues are great. I have a good relationship with everybody.

Alice: That’s good to hear.

Simon: Where are you at the moment?

Alice: I’m just on my way to the airport. I decided to escape from the city for a few days, so I booked

a flight to Prague.

Simon: Sounds great. I’ve heard it’s really cheap over there. They say you only need 10 pounds a day

to survive there.

Alice: Well, I’m sure it’s a little more than that. By the way, did you find any time to call Daniel?

Simon: Yes, I tried to call him today but I couldn’tmake contact. His phone was switched off.

Alice: Oh well, try to text him later.
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Conversation B

Alice: Hello Simon! It’s Alice. I’m just calling to see how you are getting on in your new job?

Simon: Fine, thanks. My colleagues are great. I get along with everybody.

Alice: That’s good to hear.

Simon: Where are you at the moment?

Alice: I’m just on my way to the airport. I decided to get away for a few days, so I booked a flight to

Prague.

Simon: Sounds great. I’ve heard it’s really cheap over there. They say you can get by on 10 pounds a

day there.

Alice: Well, I’m sure it’s a little more than that. By the way, did you get round to calling Daniel?

Simon: Yes, I tried to call him today but I couldn’t get through. His phone was switched off.

Alice: Oh well, try to text him later.

Which conversation sounds more formal? Which sounds more natural?

2 Practice

Now complete the questions below with the phrasal verbs from conversation B in the correct form.

1. Do you with your colleagues/classmates? (have a good relationship)

2. How much does a tourist need to in your home town or country? (survive)

3. When did you last for a few days? (escape)

4. How did you in your first job? (cope)

5. Think about the last person you called. Did you manage to ? (make contact)

Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions, then report your answers to the class.
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3 More phrasal verbs with ‘get’

In pairs, look at the sentences below. Match the phrasal verbs to their meaning without using a

dictionary. Try to discover their meaning from the context.

1. Mark gets his message across very easily. He’s a very good communicator.

2. If you want to get ahead in your career, you should work hard.

3. Jason and his friends always get away with cheating in their exams.

4. After a long break, Karen got back into swimming.

5. I’ll check with my colleague and get back to you.

6. I found the winter very depressing. It really got me down.

7. Michael was on trial for murder, but his lawyer was so good that he managed to get off.

8. Julian tried to get out of an important work meeting in order to spend time with his girlfriend.

9. I picked up a cold last week. It took me three days to get over it.

10. She hates cleaning the dishes, but she had to get it over with before going to bed.

a. avoid doing something you dislike

b. call somebody back

c. communicate successfully

d. do something bad or wrong and not get caught

e. do something unpleasant that has to be done

f. escape punishment

g. made someone unhappy

h. make progress

i. recover from (an illness)

j. started doing something after a break

4 Find someone who ...

Now complete the questions:

1. Did you something very naughty as a child? What was it?

2. Does bad weather you ?

3. Have you ever a meeting with someone you disliked? What was your excuse?

4. Have you recently something that you used to enjoy doing? What is it?

5. Have you the flu in the last few months? How long did it take?

6. Are there any tasks that you try to before going to bed?

7. Would you lie to in your career?
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One-to-one and small classes: Work with a partner. Ask and answer the questions.

Larger classes: Ask your classmates the questions and find a person who fits the sentences below.

Report your findings to the class.

Find someone who ...

got away with .

Bad weather gets down.

got out of a meeting with .

has recently got back into .

got over the flu in the last few months.

tries to get over with at the end of the

day.

would lie to get ahead in his/her/their career(s).

5 Homework

Write 10 original sentences about you using any of the phrasal verbs from this lesson.
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Key

1. Reading

The aim of this exercise is to point out that phrasal verbs can be said or written in a different way, usually as a more

formal one-word equivalent (appear = turn up) or as a phrase (test the quality of = try out). Learners of English

tend to prefer the non-phrasal verb equivalent. However, as the dialogues show, they often sound formal like in

Conversation A.

2. Practice

Students first complete the questions individually. Go through the answers. The second part of the activity can

be adapted for all learning environments. In a one-to-one or Skype-based lesson, simply ask your student the

questions.

1. get along

2. get by

3. get away

4. get on

5. get through

3. More phrasal verbs with ‘get’

1. c 2. h 3. d 4. j 5. b 6. g 7. f 8. a 9. i 10. e

4. Find someone who ...

In a large class, have the students complete the questions individually or in pairs. Go through the answers. Have

the students stand up and ask each other the questions. Tell them that they cannot have the same name written

down more than twice during this activity. If no student fits a particular sentence, they should write ‘Nobody’ in

the appropriate gap. Do some feedback on the exercise, asking what the students discovered about each other.

1. get away with

2. get down

3. got out of

4. got back into

5. got over

6. get over with

7. get ahead
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